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PRODUCTION  OF  LUMBER,  LATH,  AND_ SHINGLES  IN  CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA ,  1944 
(Preliminary  data,  subject  to  revision) 


In  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  preliminary  statistics  of  lumber  production  in  California  and 
Nevada  are  presented  herewith.     These  data,  should  be  essentially  correct, 
since  they  are  based  on  preliminary  tabulations  of  complete  returns. 
Final  statistics  will,  however,  be  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in 
the  usual  manner. 


Lumber  production  in  California  in  1944  reached  a  new  high,  being  about 
5  percent  more  than  in  the  peak  year  of  1943.     This  is  a  remarkable  in 
dustry  achievement  in  view  of  the  difficulties  of  operation  centering 
mainly  about  manpower  and  equipment  shortages.    Both  the  pine  and  redwood 
regions  registered  increases  this  year. 

The  production  data  in  tables  1,  2,  and  3  are  based  upon  reports  from 
319  active  mills  in  the  California  pine  region,  and  109  active  mills  in 
the  redwood  region.     Included  in  these  totals  are  15  active  shingle  mills 
7  in  the  pine  region,  and  8  in  the  redwood  region. 

for  the  entire  State  and  all  species,  the  production  of  2,468,943  M  feet 
b.m.  (table  1)  is  about  5  percent  more  than  total  State  wide  production 
in  1943.     There  was  practically  no  change  in  the  production  of  redwood. 
The  most  significant  decrease  was  in  the  cut  of  ponderosa  pine  which  fell 
off  about  6  percent.    The  cut  of  Douglas- fir  rose  about  11  percent,  while 
white  fir  production  increased  about  59  percent.     In  the  past  three  years 
the  utilization  of  white  fir  has  nearly  tripled.     There  were  marked  in 
creases  also  in  the  production  of  other  softwoods,  such  as  Sitka  spruce, 
incense  cedar,  and  sugar  pine.     The  output  of  sawed  cross  ties,  nine  feet 
or  less  in  length,  was  30,746  M  feet  b.m.,  or  about  1  percent  of  total 
lumber  production.    Shingle  production  increased  about  40  percent,  but 
lath  production  fell  off  nearly  65  percent.     Lumber  stocks  at  sawmills 
increased  from  480,788  M  feet  b.m.  on  December  31,  1943  to  538,858  M 
feet  b.m.  on  December  31,  1944  -     58,070  M  feet  b.m.,  or  about  12  per 
cent.    Active  sawmills  in  the  State  rose  from  365  in  1943  to  413  in  1944. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  were  in  addition  87  sawmills  which  were  idle 
throughout  all  of  1944,  but  most  of  these  were  small  mills  of  low  poten- 
tial output. 


*  MAINTAINED  AT  BERKELEY ,  CALIFORNIA,  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA . 


In  the  pine  region  lumber  production  in  1944  was  1,821,007  M  feet  b.m. 
(table  2),  or  approximately  5.4  percent  more  than  the  output  in  1943. 
Increased  production  of  white  fir  (+60.9  percent),  sugar  pine  (+16.7 
percent),  Douglas- fir  (+9.7  percent),  and  incense  cedar  (+40.7  percent), 
more  than  offset  the  decrease  registered  by  ponderosa  pine  (  6.7  percent) . 
The  cut  of  ponderosa  pine  represented  58.2  percent  of  total  regional  pro- 
duction, followed  by  white  fir  representing  15.3  percent.    The  33  mills 
cutting  15  million  feet  or  more  represented  69.3  percent  of  the  total  cut. 
There  were  36  more  active  sawmills  in  the  pine  region  in  1944  than  in  1943, 
due  mainly  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  small  mills.    There  were  11 
less  idle  sawmills  in  1944  than  in  1943.     The  output  of  sawed  cross  ties, 
nine  feet  or  less  in  length,  was  11,841  M  feet  b.m.,  or  about  0.6  percent 
of  total  lumber  production.    Lumber  stocks  increased  14.3  percent  during 
the  year,  and  although  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  production  of  lath, 
the  output  of  shingles  practically  doubled. 

In  the  redwood  region  lumber  production  of  647,936  M  feet  b.m.  was  about 
3.5  percent  greater  than  the  1943  cut.    Practically  the  same  volume  of 
redwood  was  cut  this  year  as  last  (461  million  feet)  .    Most  of  the  over 
all  regional  increase  in  production  was  due  to  an  upswing  in  the  output 
of  Douglas-  fir,  which  rose  from  151  million  feet  to  171  million  feet,  or 
15.1  percent.    White  fir  production  increased  from  7,479  M  feet  b.m.  in 
1943  to  9,376  M  feet  b.m.  in  1944.     The  12  mills  cutting  over  10  million 
feet  accounted  for  77.5  percent  of  total  regional  production.    There  were 
101  active  sawmills  in  the  region  in  1944  as  contrasted  to  89  in  1943. 
The  output  of  sawed  cross  ties,  nine  feet  or  less  in  length,  was  18,905  M 
feet  b.m.,  or  about  2.9  percent  of  total  lumber  production.    Lumber  stocks 
of  77,214  M  feet  b.m.  at  the  end  of  the  year  varied  only  slightly  from  the 
volume  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.    The  output  of  lath  was  54.4 
percent  less  than  in  1943,  but  shingle  production  increased  34.5  percent. 
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